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Dinkins was born and raised in [[Trenton, WNew Jersey]] by his mother and grandmother, his parents
having [[divorce]]d when he was seven years old. He attended [[Trenton Central High School]], where he
graduated in 1245 in the top 10 percent of his class. After graduation, he attempted to enlist in the
[[United States Marine Corps]], but was told that a [[racial cgquotal]] had been filled. After serving
hriefly in the [[United 3tates Army]] he joined the Marines.<ref nsme=Ebony>Cheers, D. Michael.
[http://findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_ml077/is_n4 v45/ai_ 8325327 "Mayor of 'The Big Lpple': 'nice guy'
image helps David M. Dinkins in building multi-ethnic, multiracial coalition - New York

City"], ''[[Ebony (magazine)]]'', February 1990. Accessed September 4, Z008.</ref>

Dinkins graduated from [[Howard University]] with a degree in Mathematics, graduating ' 'magha cum
laude'', and is a mewmber of [[Alpha Phi Alpha]] Fraternity, Incorporated, the nation's first inter-—
collegiate fraternity for African American men. He later graduated from [[Brooklyn Law School]].<ref
name=Ebonyf|>
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