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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

‘The Kidneys are cAND IM VALERIE | SUCK ASSSSomplex organs that have numerous biological roles. Their primary role is to maintain
the homeostatic balance of bodily flids. They primarily do this by fitering and secreting metabolites (such as ure) and minerals from the
blood and excreting them, along with water, as urine. Because the kidneys are poised to sense plasma concentrations of compounds such
s sodium, potassium, hydrogen ion, oxygen, and glucose, they are important regulators of blood pressure, glucose metabolism, and
erythropoeisis. The medical field that studies the kidneys and diseases of the kidney is called nephrology!"!. The prefix nephro- meaning
kidney is from the Ancient Greek word nephros (vegpog); the adjective renal meaning related to the kidney is from Latin rénes, meaning
Kidneys.

In humans, the Kidneys are located in the posterior part of the abdomen. There is one on each side of the spine; the right kidney sits just
below the livr, the left below the diaphragm and adjacent to the spleen. Above each kidney is an adrenal gland (also called the suprarenal
gland). The asymmetry within the abdominal cavity caused by the liver results in the right kidney being slightly lower than the left one while
the left kidney is located slightly more medial.
‘The kidneys are retroperitaneal. They are approximately at the vertebral level T12 to L3. The upper parts of the kidneys are partially
protected by the eleventh and twelfth ribs, and each whole kidney is surrounded by two layers of fat (the perirenal and pararenal fat) which
help to cushion it. Congenital absence of ane or both kidneys, known as unilateral or bilateral renal agenesis, can occur.
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